months later, Bapu undertook his. twentyone days' fast
which brought him to the brink of death. Not long after
the fast, Mrs. Naidu became dangerously ill ^ith malaria,
and was released in a precarious condition. Ba's health
-now began to fail and after a long, and most painful
illness, she died in February, 1944. Shortly, after this,
Bapu himself had a very severe attack of malaria which
completely broke down his health. Finally the Government
released Bapu and the rest of us in June of that year.]

Postcard                                                       Sevagram,

Wardha,
3-8-'44
f*. *Kf,

All your letters were received. Came here today
with a large party. I am very well. Yes, you should
go slow, make no haste in choosing the soil.* The
Ashram t has grown out of all proportion.

Love,

Bapu

362
Bombay,
18-9-'44
1%. *fttf,
I have your letter from Rewari. Devadas has given
me your messages. He adds that your body has become
dilapidated. I fpar I have to take the blame for it in
* This was   in connection   with the' site   of a  small Ashram
which I was   planning to start on my  own,   in the  north-west of
the United Provinces,
t Sevagram.
364